





were used to create an individual nest for eaclielagotype within the box. A Mylar lining was
also used to reduce direct interaction with pageeld materials inside of each box. The
collection is now stored in a climate controlledvieonment at the Peabody Museum at a
constant 58°F and 35%RH.

Figure 18- Two seated men in Chinese in Westezagjafter
stabilization (35-5-10/53068). Courtesy of the PMAfarvard
University.

Conclusion

The Agassiz collection of daguerreotypes at théeo&daMuseum of Archaeology and

Ethnology has a long history of preservation ingetions, mirroring the trends in daguerreotype
conservation over the past thirty years. In thiel fod photograph conservation in general,
conservators have become very conservative in dpgiroach to treating these unique and

fragile images after seeing the unfavorable consecgs of thiourea cleaning, and in some cases
of electrocleaning. So it is, too, with the colleatof daguerreotypes from the Peabody Museum.
After stabilizing all the case elements, we deteedithat no further cleaning method for the
plates themselves seemed safe enough to justifiysthéo such significant images at this time.

The archivist and conservators in this project heiteed that the priority for the daguerreotypes
is for long-term monitoring to effectively documaeatitanges in their condition in the future.
Since the introduction of the photograph preseovatirogram at the Weissman Preservation
Center, a mechanism now exists for sustained awmitdion between photograph conservators
and the Peabody Museum. This collaboration servesable photograph conservators to
regularly monitor these complex three-dimensioitgécts and to re-evaluate the suitability of
borosilicate glass and other materials over timgendontinuing to advocate for safe methods
and materials in the future.
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Preservation Action During Project # of Preservation Action During Project # of
Objects Objects

New conservation form designed and Plates surface cleaned with manual 36

utilized air blower

All previous documentation collected Plates washed in distilled water 8

Conservation history database Plates washed in ammonium/water 4

designed and utilized solution

Oral history of 1977 conservation Copper corrosion removed from 4

intervention brass preservers

In-house photographic documentation | 36 Borosilicate glass sink mats for small | 4

taken before, during and after daguerreotypes

treatment

In-house photomicrographs of 11 Analysis of glass decomposition

hallmarks

In-house photomicrographs of 33 Analysis of copper corrosion

deterioration details

In-house UV documentation of J. Zealy | 15 Analysis of brown accretions

daguerreotypes

Cases repaired 19 Professional imaging of bare plates 36
after treatment

Tray liners adjusted to fit plate package | 11 Professional imaging of plate 36
packages after treatment

Cover glasses replaced with 36 Professional imaging of cased 36

borosilicate glass daguerreotypes after treatment

Binding tapes replaced 36 Daguerreotypes re-housed 36

Figure 19- Summary of project elements.
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